
 
2022 Year 7 Civics and Citizenship Topic Test 

 
Time allowed: 1 hour 

Total marks: 35 marks 

SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 
Question 1 
Which of the following is not a responsibility that general citizens of Australia have? 
A. To respect other people’s religion and freedoms. 
B. To make laws for society. 
C. To obey the law. 
D. To vote.  
 
 
Question 2 

 
https://legalinquirer.com/which-of-the-following-is-true-about-the-common-law-system/ 

 
Australia’s laws and legal system are primarily based off of which country? 
A. New Zealand. 
B. Spain. 
C. China. 
D. England. 
 
 
Question 3 
 
 
 
 
 
The appropriate words in the gaps are respectively 
A. federation, High Court 
B. totalitarian state, Commonwealth 
C. federation, Commonwealth 
D. totalitarian state, High Court  

Australia is a _____________________. At the federal level, there is the 
________________ government of Australia, as well as state and local 
governments which deal with different issues.  
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Question 2 (4 marks) 
Fill in the blanks in the paragraph. There are seven options in the word bank to choose from, but only four 
are correct. 
 

migrants;     survey;     19th century;     Indigenous Australians;     18th century;     census;     citizens 
 

 
 
 
 
Question 3 (5 marks) 
a. Australia can be described as a multicultural nation. Outline two benefits of a multicultural      2 marks 
    society. 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Discuss whether all migrants were always welcome in Australia. You may wish to refer to       3 marks 
    ‘White Australia Policy’ in your response. 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

The Australian Bureau of Statistics holds a _____________ every 5 years which, among other 

things, records demographics such as the Australian population. 

The population can be categorised into three key groups. ______________________________ are 

the original inhabitants of Australian land and make up approximately 3% of the population. 

________________, which refer to people who are originally from overseas but moved to Australia, make 

up about a quarter of the population. Lastly, descendants of the first European migrants who came to 

Australia in the late ____________________ who make up most of the Australian population. 
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Question 4 (6 marks) 

 

 
a. Australia can be defined as a secular nation. Referring to Australia’s legal system, explain the       2 marks 
    meaning of ‘secularism’. 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Describe two freedoms enjoyed by Australian citizens (for example, freedom of speech).      4 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Catholicism

Anglicanism

No religion

Buddhism

Judaism

Islam

Religions Practiced in Australia
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2022 Year 7 Civics and Citizenship 
Total marks: 35 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 

Question Answer 

1 B 

2 D 

3 C 

4 B 

5 A 

6 D 

7 B 

8 B 

9 A 

10 C 

 
Question 1 
General citizens are not responsible for making laws and governing the country (this is the primary 
responsibility of the legislature). They are expected, however, to obey the laws, vote (if they are of age), and 
respect others. 
 
Answer is B. 
 
 
Question 2 
Australia is a constitutional monarchy that still uses Common Law, originally developed in Britain. The 
Queen is officially the head of state, represented by the Governor General (at the federal level). 
 
Answer is D. 
 
 
Question 3 
Australia is a federation. At the federal level, there is the Commonwealth government of Australia, as well 
as state and local governments which deal with different issues.  
 
Answer is C.  
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Question 4 
The definition of asylum seeker is correct, whereas the second statement is false. Not all migrants are 
escaping violence or persecution, and a dictation test is not a requirement. This was required during the early 
20th century, during the ‘White Australia Policy’ and implemented by the Immigration Restriction Act 1901. 
 
Answer is B. 
 
 
Question 5 
The Prime Minister is the name for Australia’s head of state/leader of the executive branch and majority 
party elected at the federal level. 
 
Answer is A. 
 
 
Question 6 
The Federal Government’s expenditure includes, among other things, education, health and social security 
and welfare. 
 
Answer is D. 
 
 
Question 7 
Australia is a representative democracy, meaning that citizens vote and elect people into government. 
Australia is also a constitutional monarchy; however, this option does not fit within the context of the 
question. 
 
Answer is B. 
 
 
Question 8 
Although freedom is a greatly valued part of society, there still must be certain restrictions on the lives of 
Australian citizens – laws that ensure the safety and peace for all. 
 
Answer is B. 
 
 
Question 9 
The Australian Constitution is a fundamental written document which sets out the structure and powers of 
the Legislature, Executive and Judicial branches of the government. It stipulates that Australia is a 
federation – including federal and state/local governments. 
 
Answer is A. 
 
 
Question 10 
The Policiary is a fictional option – the Legislature, Executive and Judicial are the three branches of 
Australian government.  
 
Answer is C.  
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SECTION C – LONG ANSWERS (1 question, total 5 marks) 
 
Question 1 (5 marks) 
- Award up to 2 marks for accurate definition of reconciliation, for example:  
 
‘Reconciliation refers to the attempt to improve relations between Australia’s First Nations Peoples and non-
Indigenous Australians, by acknowledging the harm and mistreatment of Aboriginal culture and land since 
the arrival of Europeans in the 18th century.’ 
 
- Award marks for relevant facts efforts made by the government in the name of reconciliation – for  
  example, National Sorry Day, Kevin Rudd’s apology, awareness surrounding Australia Day, National  
  Reconciliation Week, etc. 
- Maximum 5 marks awarded, up to the examiner’s discretion. Two efforts made by the government must be  
  discussed to gain full marks. 



 
2022 Year 8  Civics and Citizenship Topic Test 

 
Time allowed: 1 hour 

Total marks: 35 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 
Question 1 
What type of government does Australia have? 
A. A totalitarian government. 
B. An autocratic government. 
C. A communist government. 
D. A democratic government. 
 
 
Question 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The appropriate words in the gaps are (listed in order): 
A. 1788, referendum 
B. 1901, election 
C. 1901, referendum 
D. 1788, election 
 
 
Question 3 

 
Source: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-06/an-australian-passport-sits-on-a-backpack/5651226?nw=0 

 
Which of the following statements about freedom of movement in Australia is incorrect? 
A. Australian citizens can move freely within a particular Australian state or territory. 
B. All people around the globe, regardless of their citizenship, have the right to enter Australia without  
     restriction. 
C. Australian citizens can move freely between states. 
D. Australian citizens can leave and re-enter Australia when they wish (certain exceptions apply, such as  
     pandemics and global emergencies).  

The Australian Constitution was established in ____________. In order to modify 
the Constitution, a _____________ must be held in which all eligible Australian 
citizens vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the change. 
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Question 3 (5 marks) 

 
Source: https://insuranceday.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/ID1137323/Court-rejects-Australian-insurers-Covid19-BI-appeal 

 
a. What is the highest court in Australia called and what sort of cases are heard there?       2 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Define ‘constitutional monarchy’ in the context of Australia, and refer to the role of the       3 marks 
    Governor-General in your response. 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Question 4 (5 marks) 
a. Define ‘customary law’.                 1 mark 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Compare and contrast civil and criminal law.            4 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________  
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2022 Year 8 Civics and Citizenship 
Total marks: 35 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 

Question Answer 

1 D 

2 C 

3 B 

4 C 

5 A 

6 B 

7 D 

8 C 

9 A 

10 D 

 
Question 1 
The Australian system of government is based on a democracy, where the citizens vote to elect people who 
make laws and govern society on behalf of them. This is a very different model to an autocratic, totalitarian 
or communist model of government. 
 
Answer is D. 
 
 
Question 2 
The Australian Constitution was established in 1901. In order to modify the Constitution, a referendum 
must be held in which all eligible Australian citizens vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the change. 
 
Answer is C. 
 
 
Question 3 
Although freedom of movement does apply to Australian citizens, it does not extend to people globally. 
There are certain conditions and restrictions for foreigners and migrants entering Australia, such as needing 
to apply for a visa, and there is an extensive citizenship application process. 
 
Answer is B.  
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SECTION B – SHORT ANSWERS (4 questions, total 20 marks) 
 
Question 1 (6 marks) 
a.                  3 marks 
1. Judiciary 
 
2. Executive 
 
3. Legislature 
 
- Award 1 mark for each correct answer. They do not need to be in the order listed above. 
 
 
b.                   3 marks 
- Award full marks for an accurate and detailed description of federation. Any reasonable details and  
  specific dates should be favoured. 
- Answer may include: unity of the six British colonies; establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia;  
  federation established by the Constitution, 1st of January 1901; formation of one country with a federal  
  government and state/local level governments.  
 
 
 
Question 2 (4 marks) 
- Award full marks for two distinct and reasonable responsibilities of an Australian adult citizen, along with  
  appropriate elaboration. 
- Example responsibilities: must vote if you are over 18 in Commonwealth, state and territory elections  
  (depending on what jurisdiction/s you live in); obeying the law; voting in referendums; serving jury duty if  
  called upon; being informed and staying up to date on political events and issues. 
 
 
 
Question 3 (5 marks) 
a.                   2 marks 
- Award 1 mark for ‘the High Court of Australia’ or variations/other names for this court. 
- Award 1 mark for types of cases heard – e.g. interpretations of the Constitution and appeals from lower  
  courts (the High Court is the highest/last court of appeal). 
 
 
b.                  3 marks 
- Award up to 2 marks for accurate definition of a constitutional monarchy in relation to Australia, e.g.  
  ‘Australia’s system of government in which the Queen of England shares leadership roles with the  
  constitutionally organised government.’  
- Award up to 2 marks for role of the Governor-General – representing the Queen of England as head of  
  state, acting on advice of the Prime Minister/Ministers, giving assent to bills to become statutory law.  



 
2022 Year 9 Civics and Citizenship Topic Test 

 
Time allowed: 1 hour 

Total marks: 40 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 
Question 1 
Which of the following statements about the court hierarchy is correct? 
A. The Magistrates’ Court is the final court of appeal in the Victorian legal system. 
B. The High Court is the final court of appeal in the Australian legal system. 
C. Supreme Court judges must follow judgments made by the Magistrates’ Court when hearing a similar  
     case. 
D. There is a federal and state court hierarchy; however, the Supreme Court is the highest court in all of  
     Australia, regardless of jurisdiction.  
 
 
Question 2 
 
 
 
 
 
The appropriate words in the gaps, listed in order are:  
A. Summary offences, indictable offences 
B. Adversary offences, civil offences 
C. Civil offences, adversary offences 
D. Indictable offences, summary offences 
 
 
Question 3 

 
Source: https://www.cincinnati.com/story/opinion/2020/08/17/opinion-jury-trials-casualty-covid-19/5571748002/ 

 
Which of the following statements describing the roles and duties of a jury member is correct? 
A. Jurors are only used in civil cases. In criminal cases, the judge decides whether the defendant is guilty. 
B. Being part of a jury is optional.  
C. You must know the defendant in a case personally in order to be on the jury. 
D. Being called for jury duty is one of the main responsibilities of eligible Australian citizens, and is  
     compulsory except in very specific circumstances.  

______________________ are less serious criminal offences such as minor 
assault, whereas __________________ are more serious criminal offences such as 
murder and armed robbery. 
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SECTION B – SHORT ANSWERS (4 questions, total 20 marks) 
 
Question 1 (6 marks) 
a. Fill in the blanks in the paragraph.              4 marks 
 

House of Representatives;     Legislative Assembly;     Legislative Council;     Senate 
 

 
 
 
b.                  2 marks 

  
Source: https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/australian-labor-party-alp-might-show-a-new-direction/ 

 
    Describe two key political ideas central to the Australian Labor Party. 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

The Commonwealth Parliament is split into two houses. The upper house is called the _________ and 

the lower house is known as the ___________________. In Victoria, the names of the houses 

are different – the upper house is known as the _______________, while the lower house is referred to 

as the _______________. 
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2022 Year 9 Civics and Citizenship 
Total marks: 40 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 

Question Answer 

1 B 

2 A 

3 D 

4 A 

5 D 

6 A 

7 C 

8 B 

9 C 

10 D 

 
Question 1 
The High Court is the last court where parties can appeal decisions of lower courts. It also deals with cases 
concerning interpretation of the Constitution, or cases that deal with matters of the utmost importance to 
society. 
 
Answer is B. 
 
 
Question 2 
Summary offences are less serious criminal offences such as minor assault, whereas indictable offences 
are more serious criminal offences such as murder and armed robbery. 
 
Answer is A. 
 
 
Question 3 
Juries are important in upholding the justice system. Jury duty is not optional, except in certain 
circumstances. Juries are more often used for serious criminal offences, not civil offences. A jury member 
cannot know the defendant personally – this undermines judicial impartiality. 
 
Answer is D.  
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Question 3 (5 marks) 
a.                  2 marks 
- Any reasonable example, such as public debates, government campaigns, advertising, media, opinion  
  polls, etc., and how this effectively spreads government message  
- Examples: educate the public/ spread awareness of new policies and services, must be done objectively  
  and not directly promoting a party’s political agenda). 
 
 
b.                  3 marks 
- Award one mark for evidence of agreeing or disagreeing to the prompt (can be conditional  
  agree/disagreement or weighing up both sides). 
- Award up to 3 marks for reason/s (ideally one or two detailed reasons) on how social media impacts  
  political parties. 
- Example positives: political candidates have further reach and can spread their messages very effectively  
  and quickly, encourages active citizenship, citizens are more up to date with current events and campaign  
  information, etc. 
- Example negatives: impact of fake news, unreliable sources, support for campaign can change quickly  
  based on public opinion. 
 
 
 
Question 4 (5 marks) 
- Marks are awarded largely up to the examiner’s discretion. Accurate references to bicameralism and  
  constitutional monarchy must be present in order to gain full marks. 
 
Answer may include: 
1. The structure of Parliament and common law is largely modelled on the British government –  
    representative democracy, the public elects candidates (e.g. senators) to develop law and policy on their  
    behalf. 
2. Constitutional monarchy – head of state is the Queen/the Crown, however ‘real power’ rests with the  
    parliament. The Monarch/Crown is represented by the Governor-General at federal level and the     
    Governor at state level. 
3. Bicameralism – two houses of Parliament, Crown assents to legislation. (May include that not all  
    Australian Parliaments have two houses– Queensland, Northern Territory and ACT only have one house  
    (unicameral)). 
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SECTION C – LONG ANSWERS (1 question, total 10 marks) 
 
Question 1 (10 marks) 
- Marks are awarded largely up to the examiner’s discretion.  
- As an evaluation question, evidence of a thesis along with supporting/refuting arguments is favourable. 
- The response must weigh up both sides – benefits and criticisms of the democratic system, as well as  
  discuss principles of democracy in the context of the Australian legal system. 
 
 
Answer may include: 
 
General information and principles central to democracy 
- Based on majority rule. 
- Participatory democracy first developed by the Ancient Greeks, involvement of citizens in making laws – 
  ‘people governed by the people’, as opposed to one leader with high concentration of power. 
- Accountable and responsible government, judicial independence, separation of powers doctrine, checks  
  and balances (e.g. lower and upper house of Parliament) all may be discussed in context of democratic  
  principles. 
 
Benefits of democracy 
- Majority rule allows the most amount of people to be satisfied with policies and leadership decisions, best 
   way to represent the people as a whole. 
- Values of freedom of expression, speech can lead to a more equitable and peaceful society.  
 
Criticisms of democracy 
- Despite benefits of majority rule, minority groups and marginalised groups have historically been 
   disadvantaged by the legal system. 
- Possible instability due to constant change in leadership and political party. 
- Not a flawless system but may be the best system available in comparison to others (may bring in other 
   systems e.g. dictatorship) 



 
2022 Year 10 Civics and Citizenship Topic Test 

 
Time allowed: 1 hour 

Total marks: 40 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 
Question 1 
Which of the following is not a court in the federal hierarchy? 
A. Federal Court of Australia. 
B. Family Court of Australia. 
C. Federal Circuit Court. 
D. Supreme Court of Victoria. 
 
 
Question 2 
 
 
 
 
 
The appropriate words in the gaps are: 
A. writ, defendant 
B. writ, prosecution 
C. sanction, defendant 
D. sanction, prosecution 
 
 
Question 3 

 
‘Electoral Boundaries in Australia’. Source:https://tableaumapping.wordpress.com/2013/11/25/australia-commonwealth-electoral-boundaries/ 

 
How many members of the House of Representatives are elected for each state? 
A. 30 
B. 12 
C. 100  
D. There is not a fixed number per state; the number of members is based on the population of that state.  

A ________ is a legal document issued by the plaintiff’s counsel during civil cases 
which orders the ______________ to appear in court at a certain time. 
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SECTION B – SHORT ANSWERS (4 questions, total 20 marks) 
 
Question 1 (4 marks) 

 
Source: https://www.judges.org/news-and-info/handling-self-represented-litigants-in-jury-trials/ 

 
a. Describe two characteristics of the adversary trial system.           2 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Explain the significance of juries in criminal trials.           2 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Question 2 (5 marks) 
a. Outline the meaning of torts, giving one example of a tort.          2 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
b. Distinguish between summary and indictable offences.            3 marks 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________  
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2022 Year 10 Civics and Citizenship 
Total marks: 40 marks 
 
SECTION A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (10 questions, 1 mark each) 
 

Question Answer 

1 D 

2 A 

3 D 

4 C 

5 B 

6 A 

7 B 

8 C 

9 D 

10 B 
 
Question 1 
The Supreme Court of Victoria is the highest court in the state jurisdiction. The federal court hierarchy 
includes the Federal Circuit Court, Family and Federal Court, and the High Court of Australia. 
 
Answer is D. 
 
 
Question 2 
A writ is a legal document issued by the plaintiff’s counsel during civil cases which orders the defendant to 
appear in court at a certain time. 
 
Answer is A. 
 
 
Question 3 
Unlike the senate, which is a fixed number (12 per state and 2 per territory), the number of House of 
Representatives per state is based upon that state’s population. Hence, states like New South Wales and 
Victoria have proportionally more House of Representatives compared to Western or South Australia. 
 
Answer is D.  
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SECTION C – LONG ANSWERS (1 question, total 10 marks) 
 
Question 1 (10 marks) 
- Marks are awarded largely up to the examiner’s discretion.  
- As an evaluate question, clear evidence of the students’ stance, with subsequent arguments for or against  
  the prompt, is ideal. 
- There is no wrong answer; however, students must justify which measurement method they think  
  the Indonesian and Australian systems of governments are more similar than they are different using  
  appropriate evidence. 
 
Answer may include: 
1. Discussion of the similarities (award approx.. 1 mark for each, depending on detail):  
 - both system of governments freely elect representatives 
 - representatives are elected by the people 
 - two chambers of Parliament  
 - similar values such as the rule of law, the citizen’s right to vote, free and fair election, keeping    
   checks and balances on the government 
 - importance of separation of powers – divided government power in order to prevent concentration  
   of power, however, the Legislature and Executive have some overlapping powers (e.g. Ministers  
   are part of the Executive and Members of Parliament. 
 
2. Discussion the differences (award approx.. 1 mark for each, depending on detail): 
 - Indonesia is a republic – meaning that the people elected a President who serves for five years per    
    term, maximum of two terms. 
 - Australia is a constitutional monarchy – British influence/the power is shared with the  
    monarch/Crown, a Prime Minister leads the country and advises a Governor-General. 
 - Australia is a federation – both state and federal layers of government, whereas Indonesia is best  
    described as a unitary republic. 
 - Australia has a preferential voting system for electing House of Representatives, Indonesia uses a  
    proportional representation voting system. 
 
3. Evaluation/weighing up the importance of each argument, coming to a reasoned conclusion. 
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